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are meritorious projects that deserve
the support of the conferees. | hope the
conferees to this bill will agree to in-
clude these projects to improve the
quality of life and to support the mis-
sions at New Jersey’s military installa-
tions in the final version of this legis-
lation.

These projects are vital to New Jer-
sey’s defense infrastructure, and to
those who work on these bases. | hope
the chairman and ranking member will
support these important New Jersey
projects in the conference agreement
to the fiscal year 1998 military con-
struction bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the committee
amendments are considered and agreed
to en bloc.

The committee amendments were
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on the engrossment of the
amendments and third reading of the
bill.

The amendments were ordered to be
engrossed and the bill was read the
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair informs the Senator from Wash-
ington that she has 5 minutes, 29 sec-
onds remaining on her time. Does she
wish to use it or yield it back?

Mrs. MURRAY. | yield my time back.

Mr. BURNS. | yield my time back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Shall the bill, H.R. 2016, as
amended, pass? The yeas and nays have
been ordered. The clerk will call the
roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 98,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 192 Leg.]

YEAS—98
Abraham Faircloth Lott
Akaka Feingold Lugar
Allard Feinstein Mack
Ashcroft Ford McConnell
Baucus Frist Mikulski
Bennett Glenn Moseley-Braun
Biden Gorton Moynihan
Bingaman Graham Murkowski
Bond Gramm Murray
Boxer Grams Nickles
Breaux Grassley Reed
Brownback Gregg Reid
Bryan Hagel Robb
Bumpers Harkin Roberts
Burns Hatch Rockefeller
Byrd Helms Roth
Campbell Hollings Santorum
Chafee Hutchinson Sarbanes
Cleland Hutchison Sessions
Coats Inhofe Shelby
Cochran Inouye Smith (NH)
Collins Jeffords Smith (OR)
Conrad Johnson Snowe
Coverdell Kempthorne Specter
Craig Kennedy Stevens
D’Amato Kerrey Thomas
Daschle Kerry Thompson
DeWine Kohl Thurmond
Dodd Landrieu Torricelli
Domenici Lautenberg Warner
Dorgan Leahy Wellstone
Durbin Levin Wyden
Enzi Lieberman

NAYS—2
Kyl McCain

The bill (H.R. 2016), as amended, was

passed.

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, | move to
reconsider the vote.
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Mrs. MURRAY. | move to lay it on
the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KEMPTHORNE). Under a previous order,
the Senate insists on its amendments,
requests a conference with the House,
and the Chair appoints the following
conferees.

The Presiding Officer appointed Mr.

BURNS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr.
FAIRCLOTH, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. STEVENS,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REID, Mr. INOUYE,

and Mr. BYRD, conferees on the part of
the Senate.

Mr. BURNS. | thank Senator MuRr-
RAY’s staff, Dick D’Amato, Emelie
East, and also on my staff Sid
Ashworth, Kelly Hartline, and Jennifer
Chartrand. | also thank Ben McMakin
and Mazie Mattson. It was a pleasure
working with these folks. They did the
majority of the work.

I yield the floor.

DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDEPEND-
ENT AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under a
previous order, the clerk will report
Senate bill 1034, the VA-HUD appro-
priations bill.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1034) making appropriations for
the Department of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and for
sundry independent agencies, commissions,
corporations, and offices for fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses.

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. TORRICELLI. Thank you, Mr.
President.

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE HEARINGS

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President,
with the first phase of the hearings of
the Senate Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee into the abuses of the electoral
process through campaign fundraising
having just concluded, and the second
phase about to begin, it is perhaps an
appropriate time to reflect on those
things that we have learned in these
first few weeks and those questions
that remain.

It is, | think, important to note that
despite some incentive for partisan-
ship, a tendency by the media to some-
times reach conclusions before the
facts, and a persistent failure of some
witnesses to cooperate, the committee
has begun its work, | think, in the best
traditions of the Senate. Democrats
and Republicans are working together.
We do have a common objective, and |
think we are doing service to the insti-
tution.
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These things, however, have already
been learned. First, it is a result of in-
sufficient management and poor deci-
sionmaking and the continuing upward
spiral of pressure to raise campaign
funds, the Democratic National Com-
mittee made a series of bad decisions
during the last election that clearly re-
sulted in some violations of Federal
law and were a disservice both to the
President and the Democratic Party.
Among these were the inadequacy of
any process of checking the names or
backgrounds of contributors or the
sources of their funds. The good work
of some members of the Democratic
National Committee and its staff was
compromised, unfortunately, by the
addition of some inexperienced people
who were not properly supervised or
trained for their positions. John Huang
was clearly among them, and it is now
clear from testimony before the com-
mittee that there is a substantial
chance that the result was a violation
of Federal law.

Second, it is also becoming clear that
the Chinese Government, the People’s
Republic of China, as a result or in re-
action to the visit of President Li of
Taiwan to the United States, planned
and potentially embarked upon a plan
to influence the 1996 Federal election.
It is clear from the evidence provided
to date that this plan targeted neither
political party in particular, but prob-
ably both in general. It seems to have
been primarily designed to influence
the U.S. Congress. It is unclear to date
the extent of those designs on the Pres-
idential election. It is also clear that
that plan involved both legal and po-
tentially illegal means to accomplish
its goal. The extent of its success, to
what extent it was achieved, is not at
this point known. The fact that it ex-
isted and there were any intentions im-
plemented is disturbing enough to war-
rant the committee’s investigation.

Third, it is established, | believe, at
this point, to at least some degree of
satisfaction, that the illegal activities
that may have been embarked upon by
John Huang or others to seek and re-
ceive foreign contributions or other-
wise violate Federal Election Commis-
sion regulations and the laws of the
United States with regard to fundrais-
ing were not either known or encour-
aged by senior personnel at the Demo-
cratic National Committee. Richard
Sullivan, who was the direct superior
of Mr. Huang, denied under oath that
there was any plan by the Democratic
National Committee to solicit Chinese
or other foreign contributions. It is,
however, clear Mr. Huang’s activities
were not sufficiently monitored or
known as should have been the case in
an organization of the importance of
the Democratic National Committee.

Fourth, John Huang’s own activities
raise substantial suspicion. It is not
enough for the committee to conclude
that it was not properly supervised or
to take any comfort in the fact that
his superiors or other people in either
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